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     eatured Partner

Urban Hope Moving in the Right Direction
Urban Hope is a faith-based ministry created by Reggie and Sara White, committed to empowering and revitalizing people and their communities through entrepreneurship.  Started in Green Bay in 1997, the program has had over 300 graduates.  With their tremendous success, Urban Hope has moved to its new location at 201 W. Walnut Street, Suite 202, which will provide a Resource Center and an area to showcase Urban Hope Businesses.  Urban Hope recently announced the appointment of Mark Burwell as Executive Vice-President and Manager of the Entrepreneurial Development Center.


  eatured Client

Erbert and Gerbert’s Building Success

Erbert & Gerbert’s Subs & Clubs recently held their 2002 annual convention at their corporate headquarters in Eau Claire, WI.  This year’s theme was “We’re Building…” The event was attended by several of the most successful independent franchise storeowners from around the Midwest.  Franchise President Kevin Schippers and his staff did a great job in organizing a fun and informative event.

Two of the featured speakers at this year’s convention were Craig Culver, President of Culver Franchising Systems, Inc. and Dave Peer, Assistant Vice President of Wisconsin Business Bank.  Craig’s presentation was centered on the history of the growth and development of his successful Culver's franchise system.  He spoke about the persistence and fortitude necessary in building a great franchise.  He also talked to the group about the founding principles that he held to during the early years and how they still hold true today.  He sent a resounding message that it’s your people that will make your business a success.  Dave spent time talking to the group about proper business financial structuring, and the value of business planning.  He explained some of the tools used to match fixed asset financing with real long-term debt.  He also stressed the importance of keeping adequate capital invested in the business when preparing for company growth.

Top performers from among the Erbert & Gerbert’s system were also recognized at the convention.  Several awards were presented for excellence in the areas of Sales, Marketing, and Overall Store Performance. This year’s top award, Franchisee of the Year, went to Apple Valley Subs, owned by Scott and Tracy Kluge, with locations in Downtown Green Bay, De Pere, Appleton-East and Appleton-West.  

   

                        our Bank…Your Partner

At Wisconsin Business Bank our goal is to help you build success through a client-partner relationship.  The past two Octobers we have sponsored a Business Resource Seminar, which will be held again this October 17-18. In an interview with Mark Schaap, (shown left) Controller of NMC, he describes how attending this seminar has helped him and his company.  Non-Metallic Components is a custom manufacturer of injection molded thermoplastics products.  Non-Metallic Components was named 2001 Wisconsin Manufacturer of the Year.
Why did you attend this seminar? We were a group of minority shareholders in a growing business—in addition to my engineering responsibilities, my duties were expanding to include additional financial responsibilities, working with the accountant, job costing and also ultimate financial management of the company.  Not having an accounting background, I felt I needed to have a better understanding of financial statements and cash flow.

Why did you attend more than once?  My partners might say it’s because I’m a slow learner, however, the value of the information presented and its reinforcement was invaluable to me as our company changed.  Each time I attended I learned something new to apply to the day-to-day management of our business and to build on our success.  

What about the time commitment for this seminar – and can you tell me what you found most beneficial?  First let me address the time.  We are headquartered in Poynette.  There is travel time involved –in addition to the 2 days spent at the seminar and it was well worth it.  The time commitment should not be used as an excuse for not attending. Now, what did I find most beneficial?  That’s difficult to answer as the seminar provided me with so many different tools to manage our business effectively.  We’re more involved in the end result of our numbers.  We know what’s behind them and how they’re arrived at.  Discussions with our banker and our accountant have become much more meaningful and useful.  It has truly made my job easier.  The presenter – Steve LeFever is EXCELLENT!  He makes a boring topic exciting, fun and informative.   I highly recommend this seminar!

*For more information on this Seminar call Carol at (920) 803-6001 or email:  partner@wisbusbank.com

   

 
                                elcome Aboard

Our Eau Claire office welcomes the addition of Lisa Sedahl as Administrative Assistant/Lead Teller.  Prior to joining Wisconsin Business Bank, Lisa worked at Associated Bank and most recently at Royal Credit Union.  Married, with two daughters and a stepson, she is a native of the area currently living in Altoona.  In her spare time she enjoys reading, playing cards, and putting together scrapbooks.

Thomas Steinhaus, the most recent addition to our team, is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin – Madison with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics.   Tom was previously employed at Wells Fargo Bank in Sheboygan and is a Tax Preparer during the tax season.   A native of Sheboygan Falls, Tom still resides there today.  An avid sports fan, Tom enjoys golf and volleyball.  He also dedicates his time to his local church.   Tom’s position at Wisconsin Business Bank will be the Government Guaranteed Loan Processor.  

Our Sheboygan office also welcomes the addition of Business Banking Officer Kevin Much.  Kevin comes to us from Hometown Bank where he served as a Commercial Lender for the past three years. Prior to that, he had been with Firstar Bank. Kevin currently resides in Sheboygan with his wife Lori and son Brayden. He is a native of Marion, WI and graduated from the University of Wisconsin - LaCrosse with a Finance degree. Kevin enjoys outdoor activities, golfing, and spending time with his family. As a Business Banking Officer, Kevin is responsible for assisting with the servicing of our client customer base as well as generating new commercial business for the bank.


     urning  Ideas to Profits

An Innovative Commercialization Conference for Innovative Manufacturers, Technology Entrepreneurs and Inventors

Friday (evening) October 25 – Saturday, October 26, 2002

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater   Whitewater, WI 

       Workshops on how to:

· Assess the market for your new product

· Increase business profitability with effective new product development

· Create awareness for your new product

· Create competitive advantage with the right intellectual property protection

· Target potential licensing and strategic partners

· Understand commercialization options

· Design and test affordable prototypes

· Uncover growth-financing opportunities

For more information call (262) 472-1365 or Email:  innovative@uww.edu

     tep UP to Better Earnings!

  3.00%*                     3.50%*            4.00%*                                   1st  6 months 
         2nd 6 months                 3rd 6 months 4.50%*        5.00%*      6.00%*
4th 6 months                5th 6 months                     6th 6 months   

Improve your earnings with a STEP-UP Certificate of Deposit from Wisconsin Business Bank.  Deposit just $5,000 in this three-year certificate and watch your Annual Percentage Yield grow!  This flexible CD even provides you with the opportunity to access part of your principal in any year on the anniversary date** without penalty.  So, step up to better earnings at Wisconsin Business Bank.

*Percentages are based on APY
**Partial withdrawal of principal up to 30% each year on the CD anniversary date or within 10-day grace period following the anniversary date.  Early withdrawal at any other time, if permitted by the bank, will result in the loss of 12 months interest.  The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is current as of August 8, 2002.  Minimum investment is $5,000.  Additional deposits are not permitted at any time.  Interest compounds semiannually when left on deposit.  The three-year STEP-UP CD will automatically renew at maturity as a fixed rate three-year Certificate at the then prevailing Annual Percentage Yield.    

MEMBER FDIC

      chieving #1 in Wisconsin

North Hendren Cooperative Dairy Company, a client of Wisconsin Business Bank, is located 2 miles North of Willard, Wisconsin, and is the home of the best Blue Cheese in the state.  Gary Humboldt, the cheese plant manager, placed 1st among all entries for his blue cheese entry, with a score of 99.4 on a 100-point scale in the Wisconsin State Fair’s Governor’s Sweepstakes Cheese and Butter Contest and 1st place in the Grand Master Round at the Wisconsin State Fair.

North Hendren has been in business since 1923, was a producer of American cheeses and was in danger of being closed in 2000. To prevent the closing from happening the milk producers and its board of directors voted unanimously to keep the factory open by investing in the new equipment necessary to convert the plant from American cheese to blue cheese production.  Just 18 months after the first vat of blue cheese came off the production line they are ranked #1 in Wisconsin.  Their high quality products are being sold locally and marketed nationally under the name Black River Blue Cheese, and Black River Gorgonzola.

We appreciate your comments!  If you prefer to receive our “Business Update” via e-mail or be taken off the mailing list, please call toll free 1-877-983-5001, fax (920) 983-2980 or 

E-mail: partner@wisbusbank.com.
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